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FOUND THE

PATH TO HOPE!
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Sharon Wagner | President & CEO

The Path To
Hope

B E C A U S E  O F  Y O U  T H E R E  I S  A  P A T H  T O
H O P E !

Because of you, there is a Path to

Hope!

 

I am so thankful!

 

Without your help, some of God’s

most precious little ones would not

find “The Path To Hope!”

 

The Path To Hope is outlined in

Romans 5:3.

 

“We can rejoice, too, when we run

into problems and trials for we

know that they help us develop

endurance.  And endurance

develops strength of character and

character strengthens our

confident hope  of Salvation!  ”

Romans 5:3 NLT
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The "Path To Hope" involves

facing  problems and trials, and

with their help and God's grace

producing  endurance which

develops strength of character

which, in turn  produces confident

hope!

 

You enable us to walk so many of

God’s precious daughters down this

path of hope.  It is not an easy

path, but its fruit is life!

 

When you give your dollars, the

end result is the gift of confident

hope!  

 

As we walk with our ladies through

this path to hope I never stop

giving thanks for you!

 

Only God could turn your water

into this kind of wine!

 

I know you will enjoy reading

about Janet, Gwen, Dave and of

course Amanda.  

In 2005, having experienced the

devastation and effects of

alcoholism, addiction and abuse

personally and in their own family,

Rick and Sharon Wagner began to

help others to find hope and

freedom. In a bold move that, at the

time, just felt like the right thing to

do, the Wagners moved out of their

home and into a hotel in order to

give five women in recovery their

home. They gave the first financial

donations, Teen Challenge donated

the curriculum and House of

Hope was born!

Volunteer Story
Janet
Gilham &
Gwen
Turner

c a u s e  t h e s e  k i n d s  o f

r e a c t i o n s .  J a n e t  a n d  G w e n

s p e n t  y e a r s  u n c o v e r i n g  

W h a t  i s  g o i n g  o n  w h e n  y o u

h a v e  a  $ 1 , 0 0 0  r e a c t i o n  t o  a

$ 1 0  i n c i d e n t ?    C h a n c e s  a r e ,

y o u  a r e  r e a c t i n g  t o

s o m e t h i n g  i n  y o u r  p a s t !

 

J a n e t  G i l h a m  a n d  G w e n

T u r n e r  h a v e  s p e n t  t h e  l a s t

d e c a d e ,  a s  v o l u n t e e r s ,

h e l p i n g  S o u t h  G e o r g i a

H o u s e  o f  H o p e  r e s i d e n t s

d e a l  w i t h  t h e  w o u n d s  t h a t  

t h e s e  k i n d s  o f  w o u n d s  i n

t h e i r  o w n  l i v e s  b e f o r e

o f f e r i n g  t o  h e l p  o t h e r s  i n

t h e  s a m e  p a t h  o f  h e a l i n g .

 

" W e  a s k  G o d  t o  l e a d  u s , "

t h e  l a d i e s  s a y .    “S o  m a n y

p e o p l e  l i v e  t h e i r  l i v e s  

 

C o n t i n u e d  n e x t  p a g e . . .

What is going

on when you

have a $1,000

reaction to a

$10 incident?



About

Janet

&

Gwen

Janet Gilham (left) is a

retired educator of special

needs children who also

teaches English online to

Chinese students.  Gwen

Turner (right) is a mother of

three with 7 grandchildren.
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r e a c t i n g  t o  t h e  l i e s  t h a t

t h e y  b e l i e v e d  s o m e w h e r e  i n

t h e i r  p a s t . ”

 

E v e r y  w e e k  t h e y  m e e t  w i t h

S o u t h  G e o r g i a  H o u s e  o f

H o p e  r e s i d e n t s  i n  a

p e r s o n a l  p r a y e r  t i m e  t o

h e l p  t h e m  f i n d  t h e  t r u t h

a b o u t  w h o  t h e y  r e a l l y  a r e .

 

T h e  t o p  t w o  l i e s  t h a t  s o

m a n y  p e o p l e  b e l i e v e  a r e

“ s o m e t h i n g  i s  w r o n g  w i t h  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

m e , ”  a n d  “ I  a m  j u s t  n o t

g o o d  e n o u g h . ”    W h e n  a

p e r s o n  h o l d s  t h e s e  b e l i e f s ,

t h e y  c a n  l i v e  t h e i r  l i v e s

d i c t a t e d  b y  t h e m  a n d

e v e r y o n e  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g

a r o u n d  t h e m  a r e  v i e w e d

t h r o u g h  t h e s e  d i s t o r t e d

l e n s e s .

 

M o r e  l i m i t i n g  b e l i e f s

c o m m o n l y  c o n f r o n t e d  a r e

-              “ I  a m  n o t  s a f e…”

-              “ I  a m  n o t  n o r m a l…”

-              “ I  a m  n o  g o o d…”

-              “ I  a m  n o t  g o o d

          e n o u g h…”

-              “N o - o n e  w i l l  e v e r

          w a n t  m e…”

-        " I  h a v e  n o  v a l u e  o r

          p u r p o s e . . . "

 

I n  t h e  p r a y e r  s e s s i o n s ,

r e s i d e n t s  p e r s o n a l l y  g e t

d i v i n e  l e a d e r s h i p  f o r  t h e i r

l i v e s .

 

S o m e t i m e s  i t  i s  a

p r o m p t i n g ,  a  s c r i p t u r e  

v e r s e  o r  e v e n  a  W o r d   f r o m

G o d .    “W h e n  i n d i v i d u a l s  

h e a r  f r o m  G o d  f o r

t h e m s e l v e s  i t  s e t s  t h e m

f r e e  t o  s e e  t h e  t r u t h . ”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“S e r v i n g  a t  S o u t h  G e o r g i a

H o u s e  o f  H o p e  i s  s u c h  a

j o y .    S h a r o n  W a g n e r  a n d

t h e  t e a m  h e r e  l e a d  t h e

l a d i e s  s o  w e l l  t h a t  w h e n  w e

s h o w  u p  t h e  w o r k  i s  e a s y .  

T h e s e  g i r l s  a l r e a d y  k n o w

h o w  t o  h e a r  t h e  V o i c e  o f

The top two

lies that so

many people

believe are

"something is

wrong with me

and I am just

not good

enough

God  and  a r e  r eady  to  dea l

w i th  t he i r  s t u f f . "

 

"The  Ho ly  Sp i r i t  i s  i nv i t ed  t o

l ead  i n  t he  s e s s ions  and  we

ge t  t o  t e am up  wi th  J e sus  and

wa tch  H im work !   Some t imes ,

we  ge t  hea l i ng  fo r  ou r se lves

a s  t he  g i r l s  r ece ive  t he i r s ! "

 

J ane t  &  Gwen  look  fo rward

to  be ing  a  pa r t  o f  wha t  God

i s  go ing  t o  do  i n  t he  nex t

decade  w i th  t he  min i s t ry .



A t  1 9 ,  s h e  w a s  p r e g n a n t  w i t h  h e r  s e c o n d

c h i l d .    “ I  w a s  m a d… I  d i d n ’ t  w a n t  t o  b e

p r e g n a n t . ”    E v e n  t h o u g h  h e  w a s  a b u s i v e ,

I  s t a y e d  w i t h  m y  p a r t n e r  b e c a u s e  I

t h o u g h t  i t  w a s  

t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g  t o  d o .    A f t e r  t h a t  c h i l d ’ s

b i r t h ,  t h e  a b u s e  e s c a l a t e d

 

“A t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a  m a n ’ s  l o v e

c o n s u m e d  m e .   A n o t h e r  p a r t n e r

i n t r o d u c e d  m e  t o  m e t h .

 

H e  a n d  I  c o n n e c t e d  t h r o u g h  d r u g s . ”

 

 

 

 

 

T h i s  w a s  a  c o n n e c t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  l a s t

e x a c t l y  3 0  d a y s .

O n e  w e e k e n d ,  h e r  m o m  p i c k e d  u p  h e r

c h i l d r e n  t o  s p e n d  s o m e  t i m e  w i t h  t h e m .

 

                  C o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  4
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FEATURE STORY

Amanda

Found

Hope

Because of you!

A m a n d a  i s  m a r r i e d  t o  h e r  b e s t  f r i e n d

a n d  s o u l  m a t e .    S h e  i s  a  m o t h e r  t o  6

b e a u t i f u l  c h i l d r e n .    S h e  a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d

a r e  b u y i n g  t h e i r  f i r s t  h o m e .    E a c h  d a y

s h e  w a k e s  u p  t h a n k f u l  f o r  h e r  b l e s s i n g s .

 

F o r  A m a n d a ,  l i f e  i s  s o  g o o d !

 

B u t  i t  h a s  n o t  a l w a y s  b e e n  t h i s  w a y…

A m a n d a  f o u n d  h e a l i n g  a t  S o u t h  G e o r g i a

H o u s e  o f  H o p e .

 

“ I  g r e w  u p  s t a r v i n g  f o r  l o v e .    M y  d a d

w a s  a b u s i v e  a n d  a l c o h o l i c .

 

H e  w a s  a b u s i v e  t o  m y  m o m  a n d  a l l  t h e

c h i l d r e n . "   A s  a  y o u n g  g i r l ,  s t a r v i n g  f o r

l o v e ,  A m a n d a  w e n t  o n  w h a t  s h e  c a l l s  a

“m a n - h u n t . ”    T h a t  b r o u g h t  h e r  t o  h e r

f i r s t  p r e g n a n c y  a t  1 7 .    S h e  q u i t  s c h o o l

t o  c a r e  f o r  h e r  s o n .

 

T h e  c h i l d ’ s  f a t h e r  c o u l d n ’ t  h e l p .

 

I grew up starving for

love.
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A m a n d a  r e m e m b e r s

e x a c t l y  w h a t  s h e  w a s

t h i n k i n g  w h e n  h e r  m o m

p i c k e d  t h e m  u p ,  “ I

w a n t e d  t o  g e t  h i g h  a n d

s t a y  h i g h ! ”    S o ,  f o r  f o u r

d a y s  s h e  s t a y e d  h i g h  o n

d r u g s  a n d  l o o k i n g  f o r

f r e e d o m  f r o m  a l l

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  s h e  s i g n e d

c u s t o d y  o f  h e r  c h i l d r e n

o v e r  t o  h e r  p a r e n t s .

 

S h e  t h o u g h t  t h i s  w o u l d  b e

t h e  f r e e d o m  t h a t  s h e

w a n t e d .   

 

I n s t e a d  i t  w a s  t h e

b e g i n n i n g  o f  a  h o r r i b l e

d o w n w a r d  s p i r a l .

 

A t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  s h e  s a y s ,

“P r o m i s c u i t y  b e c a m e  m y

G o d . ”

 

F o r  t h e  n e x t  1 3  m o n t h s ,

s h e  l i v e d  o n  m e t h  a n d

w a s  a r r e s t e d  f o r

m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i t ,  f a c i n g

3 0  y e a r s  i n  p r i s o n .

 

I t  w a s  t h e n  t h a t  s h e  m e t

S h a r o n  W a g n e r  a n d  t h e

m i n i s t r y  o f  S o u t h  G e o r g i a

H o u s e  o f  H o p e .    " I t  w a s

a t  t h e  H o u s e  o f  H o p e  t h a t

I  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  t o

s t r u c t u r e ,  s t a b i l i t y ,

b o u n d a r i e s ,  g u i d e l i n e s ,

d i s c i p l i n e  a n d  l o v e ,  r e a l

l o v e ,  i n  C h r i s t ! "

It was at

the House

of Hope

that I was

introduced

to... love,

real love, in

Christ!

“ J u l y  3 ,  2 0 1 3  w a s  t h e

g r e a t e s t  d a y  o f  m y  l i f e ,  I

a s k e d  J e s u s  t o  t a k e  o v e r

a n d  h e a l  m e  t o  b e  w h o  I

w a s  d e s t i n e d  t o  b e ! ”

About

Amanda

McDowell

Amanda and Sean have

been married for 4

years. Together they

have 6 children.  They

are a beautiful example

of a family restored by

God's love! 

Amanda, with her twins Armory and Remington, 3 years old.
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“I have to give.”

“I need to give.”

“It is my job to give! ”

 

“But, I am choosy who I give to!”

 

A devoted financial supporter of

South Georgia House of Hope for

decades now, Dave Baumgartner

loves to talk about giving.  

 

An entrepreneur and businessman,

he reflects on his humble

beginnings. 

 

“My mother had a tomato patch and

tithed her tomatoes!"

 

"Any success I have had is because

of my tithing and giving."

 

Dave has had firsthand experience

with the devastation and heartache

of alcoholism, addiction and abuse.

 

His son David Jr, a handsome,

talented athlete was introduced to

drugs out of high school. David was

an exceptional athlete with a choice

"I am an old country boy from the

mountains of Tennessee and I give

because God has blessed me and

blessed me and blessed me!"

 

“I LOVE to hear the stories of

changed lives at the ministry."

 

"I have seen many people find

freedom there.

 

As long as I can, I will continue to

give!”

of scholarships and opportunities at

graduation.  He became a

successful businessman with a

gated house on the lake, and a

corvette in the garage but he

struggled with drugs.  "He was

very successful but wasn't happy."

Donor Story

Dave
Baumgartner

A periodic user, he lost his life to

lethal drug interactions leaving two

precious children behind.

 

Dave later had the opportunity to

practice forgiveness when he met

the man who sold his son the bad

drugs.

 

“I believe in her work,”  he says of

SGHOH Executive Director Sharon

Wagner.  “I love Sharon and Rick.”  

“I remember one day she brought a

group of ladies to my car

dealership and they walked through

the lot saying blessings and we

sold 13 cars that day.  Best day we

EVER had!”

My mother

had a tomato

patch and

tithed her

tomatoes!

About

Dave

Baumgartner

Dave is an

entrepreneur

and

businessman in 

W. Palm Beach, Fl.  In his

outdoor "office," he shares with

Executive Director, Sharon

Wagner.

Follow Us On Social Media

@sgahouseofhope @sgaHOH FaceBook

Because most clinical models for addiction treatment cost between $1,000 to $1,500 PER DAY and most

insurances only pay for 28 days of treatment, the average alcoholic and addict cannot get the treatment they

need.   House of Hope donors make the smart choice ,  realizing that ONE DAY'S FEE AT A TRADITIONAL

TREATMENT CENTER WILL PAY FOR ONE MONTH AT HOUSE OF HOPE!  

House of Hope
P.O. Box 489

Lake Park, GA 31636
Phone: 229-241-2707

www.houseofhopega.org


