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The Path To
Freedom!

B E C A U S E  O F  Y O U  T H E R E  I S . . .

God specializes in new beginnings!  

The "Path To Freedom" begins

when we find release from the pain

of our past.  One of the greatest

causes for unhappiness in our

world today is that so many of us

get stuck in the past.  

This often includes resentment and

regret. We must find freedom from

the pain of  resentment and regret.  

In our past, we get hurt, sometimes

intentionally and sometimes

unintentionally.  But what we do

with that hurt determines whether

we live in freedom or in a prison of

pain.

Thankfully, there is a path to 

In 2005, having experienced the

devastation and effects of

alcoholism, addiction and abuse

personally and in their own family,

Rick and Sharon Wagner began to

help others to find hope and

freedom. In a bold move that, at the

time, just felt like the right thing to

do, the Wagners moved out of their

home and into a hotel in order to

give five women in recovery their

home. They gave the first financial

donations, Teen Challenge donated

the curriculum and House of

Hope was born!

Volunteer Spotlight

Aleta
Spell

Sh e  r em emb e r s  r e a l i z i n g  h ow

t h e  d i s c i p l e s  a s k e d  J e s u s  t o

t e a c h  t h em  t o  p r a y .   I t  w a s

t h e n  t h a t  s h e  b e g a n  a  j o u r n e y

i n  t h e  s c r i p t u r e ,  l o o k i n g  f o r

e v e r y t h i n g  s h e  c o u l d  f i n d .   “ I

h a d  b e e n  a  p a r t  o f  a  g r e a t

c h u r c h  f o r  y e a r s  b u t  I  w a s

n e v e r  i n v o l v e d  i n  p r a y e r . ”

A l e t a  h a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e

e f f e c t s  o f  a d d i c t i o n  f i r s t h a n d

i n  h e r  f am i l y .   B e c a u s e  o f

t h a t ,  s h e  h a s  a  s p e c i a l  h e a r t

a n d  p a s s i o n  f o r  t h e  H o u s e  o f

H o p e  l a d i e s  a n d  t h e  p ow e r  o f

p r a y e r .

“ P r o v i d e n t i a l l y ,  I  w a s  f o u n d

b y  o t h e r  p e o p l e  w h o  m e n t o r e d

me  i n  p r a y e r  a n d  I  l e a r n e d  t o

w a r  f o r  my  f am i l y . ”

“ P r a y e r  i s  n o t  a  r e l i g i o u s  

e x e r c i s e .   I t  i s  t h e  w a y  y o u

g e t  t o  k n ow  t h e  G od  wh o

c r e a t e d  y o u ,  t h e  S o n  Who

g a v e  e v e r y t h i n g  f o r  y o u ,  a n d

t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  Who

empow e r s  y o u , ”  s h e  s a y s .

A l e t a  i s  l o o k i n g  f o rw a r d  t o

e x p a n s i o n  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e

l a d i e s  s h e  m e n t o r s  a n d  i n  t h e

m i n i s t r y  o f  S o u t h  G e o r g i a

Hou s e  o f  H o p e .

freedom!  Isaiah 43:18-19 says

"Forget about what has happened.

Do not think about the past.

Instead, look to the new thing I am

going to do."  

We have to let go of the past.  Give

up our grudges.  Let God settle the

score.  Let Him even the odds.  

There wouldn't be a path to

freedom at the South Georgia

House of Hope were it not for you.

We wouldn't be celebrating

Stephanie Kelley's freedom were it

not for you.

Because of you, precious souls

struggling with alcoholism,

addiction and abuse find the path

to freedom. 

Because of you, the Lord is brought

close to the brokenhearted.

Once more, my heart is filled with

thankfulness, because of you!

When  A l e t a  S p e l l  w a s  i n v i t e d

t o  a  d i n n e r  a t  S o u t h  G e o r g i a

H o u s e  o f  H o p e ,  s h e  w a s

mo v e d  a n d  k n ew  s h e  w o u l d  b e

b a c k .  “ I  h e a r d  G o d  s p e a k  t o

my  h e a r t  a n d  s a y  ‘ Y o u  w i l l

b e  b a c k  h e r e . ’ ”   A n d ,  f o r  o v e r

n i n e  y e a r s ,  s h e  h a s  r e t u r n e d

a s  a  v o l u n t e e r  t o  t e a c h  t h e

l a d i e s .   

S h e  t e a c h e s  wh a t  s h e  i s

p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t :  P r a y e r !  “ I

h a d  b e e n  t o l d  a l l  my  l i f e  t h a t

I  s h o u l d  p r a y ,  b u t  n o  o n e  h a d

e v e r  t a u g h t  m e  h ow  t o

p r a y . "  

About

Aleta

Spell

Aleta Spells is a married,

mother of four, with seven

grandchildren.  She lives in

Lowndes County, Georgia



Carolyn and Robert Dinkins knew

South Georgia House of Hope

founders Rick and Sharon

Wagner before they got married.  

"Sharon and I were kindred

spirits and became really close

friends," says Carolyn.  They

would attend women's

conferences together. Their

friendship grew and Sharon began

to share her dream for a safe

place for those suffering from

addiction, alcoholism and abuse.  

"We prayed together, in

agreement," she says.  "She and

Rick had helped people in their

home for years and had begun to

dream of this ministry."  

"Rick and Sharon continued to

help ladies as they could and

eventually moved them into the

old farm house," Robert said.

The property needed a lot of

work and the need for money was

always critical.  From their own

pocket the Dinkins hired a

painter to paint what was an old

farmhouse.  

"Renovating that old farmhouse

started our involvement and it

continually went up from there,"

Robert says.

Robert served on the South 

still in our hearts to be consistent

givers to the ministry.  The 

problems these ladies face are real,

and the answers House of Hope

brings to them are real."

"We all have to make choices, but

sometimes those choices lead us

down a path that will require help

to recover from," Carolyn says.

"There is a real problem and there

is a real answer, and it is Jesus!"

Georgia House of Hope Board for

many years, rotating off in 2013.

A few years later, the Dinkins

showed up again with their work

gloves on to help renovate the

newly acquired Re-entry houses.  

"We took on the renovations,

receiving financial help from

local vendors and churches,"

Carolyn says. "I handled zoning 

and permitting for the project.

We knew Re-entry was a missing

part of the South Georgia House

of Hope recovery process."

"House of Hope is a safe place

for these ladies but their re-

entry into a hostile world can be

dangerous," Robert says.  The

Dinkins realized that the House

of Hope ladies needed a Re-entry

process.

Both Robert and Carolyn felt a

very passionate call to see the

Re-entry homes renovated.

"God blessed us with the people

and the financial resources to do

the work.  We are very happy to

have had that privilege."

Carolyn says.

A few years later, the Dinkins

showed up to help renovate

another building on the House of

Hope property into a chapel.

This project lasted just under

two years, but they saw it to

completion.

All that construction was years

ago, but, Carolyn says, "It is 

Donor Spotlight

Carolyn &
Robert
Dinkins

...and there

is a real

answer and it

is Jesus!

About

Carolyn &

Robert

Carolyn and

Robert are

entrepreneurs 

who have been 

married for 41 years.  They

have four children, eleven

grandchildren and two great

grandchildren.  They are

Lowndes County natives.

There is a

real

problem...

House of

Hope is a

safe place...



FEATURE STORY

Stephanie Found
Freedom!

Because of you!

S t e p h a n i e  K e l l e y  f o u n d  f r e e d o m !  

Sh e  j u s t  g r a d u a t e d  f r om  S o u t h  G e o r g i a  H o u s e  o f  H o p e  t h i s  s umme r .    B u t ,  f r e e d om  wa s  n o t  a l w a y s

wh e r e  s h e  l i v e d…

S t e p h a n i e  K e l l e y  c om e s  f r om  wh a t  w o u l d  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  “ n o rma l ”  h om e .    H e r  d a d ,  mom  a n d  s i b l i n g s

l o v e d  h e r .    S h e  r em emb e r s  b e i n g  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  o l d ,  h a v i n g  f r i e n d s  a n d  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e  t e n t h

g r a d e .    T h e n  s om e t h i n g  h a p p e n e d  t h a t  r o c k e d  h e r  w o r l d .    Ma yb e  i t  s h o u l d n ’ t  h a v e ,  b u t  i t  d i d .

S t e p h a n i e ’ s  d a d  g o t  a n o t h e r  j o b  i n  a n o t h e r  c i t y  a n d  s t a t e .    I t  w a s  a  r e a l  s t e p  u p .    

Who  c o u l d  h a v e  k n own  t h a t  t h e  mo v e  w o u l d  o p e n  t h e  d o o r  f o r  u p h e a v a l  i n  h e r  l i f e .    “ I t  h a d  n o t h i n g

t o  d o  w i t h  my  f am i l y , ”  s h e  s a y s .    “ I t  h a d  e v e r y t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  my  

c h o i c e s . ”   S t e p h a n i e  h i d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s h e  w a s  a n g r y  f o r  mo v i n g .    H e r  

a n g e r  g r ew  a n d  s h e  b e c am e  r e b e l l i o u s .

T o  c o v e r  t h e  l o s s  o f  h e r  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  l a c k  o f  h a p p i n e s s ,  s h e  t u r n e d  t o  

a l c o h o l  a n d  ma r i j u a n a .

S h e  mad e  a l l  n ew  f r i e n d s ,  w i t h  a l l  t h e  w r o n g  p e o p l e .

“ T h e  e n emy  f o u n d  a  w a y  t o  s t e a l  my  f u t u r e  f r om  me .    My  s o n ,  my  c a r e e r ,  

my  e d u c a t i o n , ”  s h e  s a y s .

A t  1 5 ,  S t e p h a n i e  b e g a n  a  s l ow  a n d  p a i n f u l  f i f t e e n  y e a r  d ownwa r d  s p i r a l .    B y  tw e n t y - o n e ,  s h e  w a s  a n

a l c o h o l i c .    “ I  w o k e  u p  w a n t i n g  a  d r i n k ,  I  d r a n k  a l l  d a y  l o n g  u n t i l  I  p a s s e d  o u t . ”    S h e  w o u l d  g o  t o

t h e  c l u b  e a c h  d a y .    S h e  c o u l d n ’ t  k e e p  a  j o b .

A t t emp t i n g  t o  f i n d  h e r  l i f e ,  s h e  e n r o l l e d  i n  c o l l e g e  b u t  e v e n t u a l l y  w a s  f o r c e d  t o  d r o p  o u t .    H e r

h e a r t  w a s  n o t  i n  i t .    “My  f am i l y  d i d  e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  p o s s i b l y  c o u l d  f o r  m e . ”

( C o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  3 )

Stephanie, with Sharon Wagner, at her
graduation.

Stephanie hid

the fact that

she was

angry...



S t e p han i e  Ke l l e y  (Con t i n u e d  f r om  pa g e  3 )

By  2 2 ,  S t e phan i e  wa s  p r e gnan t .    S h e  e l o p ed  w i t h  t h e  f a t h e r ,  “ I  j u s t  f e l t  l i k e  w e  s h ou l d  g e t  ma r r i e d . ”  

Tha t  ma r r i a g e  l a s t e d  f o u r  mon th s  a f t e r  h e r  s o n  wa s  b o r n .    S h e  wa s  a b andon ed  and  wa s  a l o n e  w i t h

h e r  s o n .

S t e phan i e  wa s  2 3 ,  w i t h  an  i n f a n t  s o n  and  d i dn ’ t  k n ow  wha t  t o  d o .    S h e  wen t  b a c k  t o  c o l l e g e .  

Th r ough  s h e e r  s t r e n g t h  o f  w i l l ,  s h e  h ad  qu i t  t h e  a l c o h o l  du r i n g  h e r  p r e gnan cy .    I n  s c h o o l ,  s h e  g a v e  i t   

                                a l l  s h e  h ad .    Sh e  wa s  mak i n g  i t  un t i l…

                                On e  d ay  s h e  h ad  t o  h av e  s u r g e r y  on  h e r  w r i s t  a nd  t h e  d o c t o r  p r e s c r i b e d   

                                p a i n  p i l l s .    Th en  s h e  g o t  i n t r o du c ed  t o  a dd e r o l .     “Add e r o l  g a v e  me  e n e r g y   

                                t o  c op e  w i t h  t h e  g r i n d i n g  s c h edu l e  o f  c o l l e g e . ”    S h e  f o und  a  d o c t o r  who   

                                wou l d  g i v e  h e r  t h e  h i g h e s t  d o s a g e  l e g a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  e a c h  mon th .    I n  a  f ew   

                                d a y s ,  s h e  h ad  u s e d  up  h e r  mon th ’ s  s upp l y .    H e r  mon th ’ s  p r e s c r i p t i o n   

                                l a s t e d  f o u r  d ay s .    By  d ay  f i v e ,  s h e  wa s  d e s p e r a t e .    Th e r e  w e r e  a lway s   

                                p e op l e  who  wou l d  s e l l  h e r  t h e i r  p r e s c r i p t i o n .    I t  t o o k  a  l o t  o f  mon ey  t o   

                                b uy  d r u g s  f o r  t h e  r ema i nd e r  o f  t h e  mon th .   

By  God ’ s  g r a c e ,  S t e phan i e  g r adua t e d  c o l l e g e  a nd  l a nd ed  a  g r e a t  j o b ,  h ad  

h e r  own  h ome ,  h e r  s o n  and  wa s  o n  t o p  o f  t h e  wo r l d .    Bu t  s h e  h ad  a  s e c r e t  

a dd i c t i o n .   

Th en  h e r  b oy f r i e nd  o f  f o u r  y e a r s  i n t r o du c ed  h e r  t o  me th .    “Me th  b e c ame  

an  e v e r yday  p a r t  o f  my  l i f e ,  e v e r y  h ou r  o f  e v e r y  d ay .    I  w en t  d ay s  w i t h ou t  

e a t i n g  b e c au s e  I  h ad  n o  mon ey  f o r  f o od .    I  r emembe r  l o o k i n g  f o r  c h ang e  a t  

t h e  g r o c e r y  s t o r e  p a r k i n g  l o t ,  j u s t  s o  I  c o u l d  buy  s ome  c h i c k en  nugg e t s  a t  

Bu r g e r  K i n g  f o r  $ 1 . 2 5 . ”    F i nd i n g  t h a t  $ 1 . 2 5  c ou l d  t a k e  h ou r s .

A t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  S t e phan i e  b e g an  l i v i n g  ou t  o f  h e r  c a r .    Emba r r a s s e d  and  a s h amed ,  s h e  l e f t  h e r  s o n

w i t h  h e r  p a r e n t s ,  h a v i n g  l o s t  e v e r y t h i n g  s h e  h ad .    “ I  s t a r t e d  b r e a k i n g  i n t o  a b andon ed  h ou s e s  l o o k i n g

f o r  p l a c e s  t o  s l e e p ,  I  wa s  a r r e s t e d  a  f ew  t ime s . ”   

“ I  wa s  d e a t h  wa rmed  o v e r .    I  n e e d ed  h e l p .    I  k n ew  I  wou l d  e nd  up  d e ad .    My  f am i l y  f o und  t h e  S ou th

Geo r g i a  Hou s e  o f  Hop e . "

A t  t h e  Hou s e  o f  Hop e ,  a l l  t h e  emo t i o n s  S t e phan i e  h ad  numbed  

w i t h  d r u g s  t h r ough  t h e  y e a r s ,  c ame  a l i v e .    “ I  r emembe r  f e e l i n g  

p e a c e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime  i n  y e a r s . ”    S h e  s t o pp ed  wo r r y i n g  ab ou t  

f i n d i n g  a  p l a c e  e a c h  d ay  t o  s l e e p .  Sh e  s t o pp ed  wo r r y i n g  ab ou t  

h e r  s o n .    S h e  a t e  r e gu l a r  mea l s .   “ I  b e g an  t o  l e a r n  ab ou t  

r e l a t i o n s h i p , ”  s h e  s a y s .    “ I  t r u s t e d  n o - on e .    I  h e a r d  v o i c e s  t h a t  

w e r e n ’ t  t h e r e .    S l ow l y ,  I  b e g an  t o  know  how  much  J e s u s  l o v ed  

me .   I  a dm i t t e d  my  ang e r  t owa rd  God .    A s  I  l e a r n ed  t o  t r u s t  t h e  

s t a f f ,  I  a l s o  l e a r n ed  t o  t r u s t  God . ”    I t  wa s  h a r d  f o r  h e r  t o  b e l i e v e  

t h a t  t h e  s t a f f  h ad  h e r  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  a t  h e a r t .    "Ev e r y  d ay  wa s  

a n  emo t i o n a l  r o l l e r - c o a s t e r ,  o n e  momen t  l a u gh i n g  and  c r y i n g  

t h e  n e x t . ”

“A l s o ,  I  wa s  n o t  u s e d  t o  hug s .    Bu t  D i r e c t o r ,  S h a r on  Wagn e r  

wou l d  hug  me  and  I  s l ow l y  b e g an  t o  me l t . ”    S h e  l e a r n ed  r ou t i n e ,  

b e i n g  r e s p on s i b l e ,  g e t t i n g  up  on  t ime ,  h ow  t o  c l e a n ,  mak e  h e r  

b ed ,  h ow  t o  pu l l  w e ed s  a nd  c u t  g r a s s !    “A l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s , ”  s h e  

s a y s ,  “ b u i l t  c h a r a c t e r . ”

Today ,  S t e phan i e  h a s  g r adua t e d  t h e  p r o g r am  and  i s  i n  R e - e n t r y ,  

wh e r e  s h e  i s  s l ow l y  b e i n g  a c c l ima t ed  t o  t h e  o u t s i d e  wo r l d .    S h e  

a s s i s t s  t h e  s t a f f ,  h e l p s  t h e  l a d i e s ,  wo r k s  a nd  l e a r n s  l e a d e r s h i p  

s k i l l s .   And ,  s h e  l o o k s  f o rwa rd  t o  r e t u r n i n g  t o  d e rma t o l o g y  and  

h e r  s o n !

About

Stephanie

Kelley

Stephanie Kelley is a recent

graduate of South Georgia

House of Hope.  She is

currently in the Re-entry

program.  She looks forward

to being reunited with her 

 son Jayden is nine years old.  

I  knew 

I would

end up

dead.

I heard

voices that

weren't

there.



Follow Us On Social Media

@sgahouseofhope @sgaHOH FaceBook

Because most clinical models for addiction treatment cost between $1,000 to $1,500 PER DAY and most

insurances only pay for 28 days of treatment, the average alcoholic and addict cannot get the treatment they

need.   House of Hope donors make the smart choice ,  realizing that ONE DAY'S FEE AT A TRADITIONAL

TREATMENT CENTER WILL PAY FOR ONE MONTH AT HOUSE OF HOPE!  

House of Hope
P.O. Box 489

Lake Park, GA 31636
Phone: 229-241-2707

www.houseofhopegeorgia.org


